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FIVE OF THE LOVELIEST NEW BEACHSIDE HOTELS, FROM BODRUM TO BRAZIL
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jhara resort near
>anan in Bali. Right:
li Mykonos in Greece

Nirjhara, Bali

For those searching to escape Bali’s eat-pray-love
trail, this resort - set amid tropical jungle, rice
terraces and a waterfall outside Tabanan, an hour
from Denpasar - is a chic retreat from the crowds.
Everything has an elegant, timeless feel, whether
that’s in the funky canopy treehouses with views

of Mount Batukaru, Bali’s second-highest volcano,
the river pavilions with outdoor baths or the double-
storey Residence with a private infinity pool.
Interiors are warm and earth-toned, fitted with
artisanal furnishings made from reclaimed timber
and volcanic rock and decorated with Indonesian art,
alongside B60 sound systems and Philippe Starck
bathroom fittings. The co-founders Dimitri Tran and
Adrien Portier have combined luxury with
sustainability, hence the reverse-osmosis filtered
water system, solar power and food made of produce
grown on-site or nearby. Adventures can be easily
arranged: to markets on guided cycling tours, along
nearby black beaches on horses, or to Tanah Lot
water temple, one of Bali’s holiest landmarks. There
are more healing journeys on offer, via yoga classes
in the riverside bamboo shala, as well as traditional
Balinese massages and therapies in the Retreat spa,
set in a floating pavilion. Ambu restaurant,
overlooking the centrepiece pool and waterfall, has
a discerning cocktail and wine list, but the stars are
the modern Indonesian dishes such as the Nusantara
Breakfast Board: delicacies including battered

egg smothered in spicy sambal and sweet black-rice
congee topped with luminous tapioca pearls. There
are more dining options in trendy Canggu nearby.
The wonderfully hospitable staff create a chilled
atmosphere that suits the sophisticated, mainly expat
guests. Responsible luxury for anyone wanting to
mindfully get away from it all. Sunil Badami
Doubles from £243, nirjhara.com

Cali Mykonos, Greece

The party island of Mykonos isn't an obvious place
to build a hotel that provides discreet luxury. But
Cali - named after the Greek goddess Calliope and
the Greek-born, New York-based matriarch of the
Mourkakos family who created the hotel - isn’t on

a part of the island that most tourists visit. Built

on a rocky southeast hillside, down which the 20
one to three-bedroom hotel villas spill like a modern
Cycladic village, Cali is far from the crowds: with
views of only a pretty turquoise bay and little sandy
beach, both a refuge from Mykonos’s fierce Meltemi
winds. For those who want a bit of a scene, a curvy
110m cliffside infinity pool cuts along the hillside,
lined with big loungers and a pool-bar whose
mixologist shakes up such treats as mastika-scented
martinis. On terraces, or in villas, friendly young staff
deliver delicious contemporary Greek dishes by the
Michelin-star chef Lefteris Lazarou: spearmint-
strewn chicken with truffle; quinoa and shrimp salad
with smoked eggplant; flower-strewn lemon tart. The
slick white rooms have private seawater pools, sunny
terraces with loungers, big marble-clad walk-in
showers and furnishings in the blues and tans of

the landscape. On an island where fresh water is

a premium, there are nods to sustainable practices,
with green roofs, a desalination plant, mattresses,
sheets and towels made by Coco-Mat, and
herb-scented body products from the nearby Naxos
Apothecary. An enormous Athlesis-run gym with
Pilates studio is due to open, as is a Greek boutique
—a spa and 20 more rooms will open next year.

Two chic little Axopar-37 speedboats and a rib are
moored on a jetty for jaunts to neighbouring islands
and beach clubs, although witnessing the crowds
and superyacht-dotted bays further west made me
delighted to return to Cali’s calm. Lisa Grainger
Doubles from €1,200, calimykonos.com
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The Wild, Greece

It was no surprise, given the popularity on Mykonos
of their Paola Navone-designed Interni Restaurant,
that the Vaveris family decided to open a hotel - or,
given they also own the Moda Bagno design group,
that it was going to be beautiful. What is a surprise,
given the Wild is on Greece’s party island, is that it’s
so rustic and low-key. Constructed on a cliff, above
a secluded private beach and turquoise bay on the
quiet southeast coast, the 40-bedroom, stone-built
hotel almost disappears into the landscape. On the
top terrace, which transforms from a jolly breakfast
bar to a lamplit cocktail bar, rough wooden tables

and stools are dotted about in the shade of cypresses.

Below them on rocky cliffside terraces are tables for
star-lit sushi at the new Greek-meets-Japanese Raw
restaurant. A long, narrow plunge pool lined with
shaggy-thatched umbrellas and bamboo loungers
attracts sun-lovers and, behind that, the boho living

Bom Jardim Loft, Brazil

Since the 44-year-old Sandi Adamiu was a baby, his
family - whose distribution company Paris Filmes
has brought blockbusters such as King Kong to Brazil
since the 1960s - have taken their holidays in their
Bom Jardim beach home. In 2020, having spent
lockdown there, they transformed their traditional
boathouse, 15 minutes by boat from Paraty, into a
contemporary hideaway for others wanting a private
escape. Backed by vast jungly gardens - including
some of the last patches of the Atlantic rainforest in
the Serra da Bocaina mountains — Bom Jardim Loft
has become one of the area’s most coveted beach
homes: surrounded by steamy forests thick with
orchids, ginger and arum lilies, alive with the
screeching of parrots, lapped by the clear, emerald
waters of the Green Coast, and fringed by a creamy
beach. Upstairs in the contemporary glass and wood
double-storey, there are two double bedrooms and
an airy master suite; from its balcony and hammocks
guests can look out over the bay. Downstairs a
relaxed blue-and-white, nautical-themed living area
opens on to a wooden deck, above clear waters in
which turtles and dolphins swim. With staff to clean
and cook, guests can hang out in paradise with visits
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room lures book-lovers. Low-key, relaxing rooms,

in stone and creamy plaster, are adorned with simple
wooden furniture, baskets, bamboo chairs and rustic
urns; some have private plunge pools (205 is the
loveliest, the new villa the most spacious). For
exercisers, an open-air gym has sea views to lessen
the pain, and for spa-lovers there’s a cool, secluded
area for massages and soaks. Food is modern and
Greek: from sesame-strewn warm breads and dark
honey on the breakfast buffet, and chicken skewers
and tzatziki on the beach to super-soft octopus

and fava beans with caper jam at Taverna at night.

If you can nab one of 20 thatched beach umbrellas,
watching the beautiful people is as mesmerising as
the colours of the ocean at your feet. For party-lovers,
the club music and sunset table-dancing of the
legendary Spilia Restaurant are just next door. LG
BB doubles from £290, thewildhotel.com

by local chefs and mixologists, or they can be taken
by boat to explore the quaint, 16th-century cobbled
streets, bars and boutiques of Paraty, and sample
seafood — and very good gelato — at Sandi’s boutique
hotel. Trips can also be arranged to explore the
nearby national reserve: to birdwatch, spot rare
plants and lie on remote beaches, or stop at a scallop
farm, where the fisherman Gabriel Silva sears freshly
caught shellfish for lunch. LG

From £1,386 a day for up to six, villabomjardim.com.br

Bodrum Loft, Turkey

For two years Turkey’s elite have been enjoying

the sybaritic pleasures of Bodrum Loft as their own;
finally the rest of us are invited. The resort consists
of 36 two, three and four-bedroom serviced villas
which can be taken by an individual for a whole
season, or chopped up into rooms and sublet. Each
is modern on the inside, decorated in cool creams
and blues, but authentically Turkish on the outside,
with cantilevered wooden decks jutting out over
stone walls above the wooded incline of a gorgeous
bay. With gardens lush with bougainvillaea and
jasmine, and forests of local olive, sandalwood, laurel
and citrus, the air is sweetly scented as you stroll

(or summon a buggy to take you) to the communal
areas. As well as an infinity pool overhanging the
bay, there are two bars, an open-air gym and spa
(where I had the best massage I've had at a hotel),

a swanky French patisserie and a buzzy outpost

of Nobu. Further down there is the Italian restaurant,
Paper Moon, which offers the perfect location for a
sundowner, overlooking the calm blue of the Aegean
and distant islands, a view unchanged since Homer’s
time (although when Odysseus washed up on a beach
he did not have the option of a luxury sundeck and
flunkies bringing him ice-cold cocktails). For those
who want to venture beyond the resort, the excellent
concierge can arrange trips to get a sense of the
gastronomy, architecture and art scene - by gulet,
motor yacht, helicopter or private plane. Bodrum

is a half-hour drive away, a pretty marina town

with one of the world’s foremost museums of
underwater archaeology and waterfront restaurants
serving my new favourite treat: baklava stuffed with
ice cream. Gavanndra Hodge

Doubles from €339, bodrumloft.com.tr



