The dANest Australiaun

Bali’s secret surf haven

In the 1970s, surfers in Bali stayed in Kuta, a tranquil fishing village back-ended by rice fields not far
from the international airport.

But when Kuta got too busy, they moved up the coast, to Legian and Seminyak and Canggu beaches.
Mass tourism followed suit and in a matter of decades, the rice fields became city streets. The urban
sprawl has now reached the fringe of Tanah Lot, 20km from the airport, but there it must stop because
there’s no beach at Tanah Lot, only rocky outcrops where a large 16th-century Buddhist temple sits
amid constantly crashing waves. But if you veer inland from Tanah Lot and then weave back towards
the coast, you will find Kedungu, a long uninterrupted stretch of golden sand that runs as far as the
horizon. On a clear day, you can see the blue mountains of west Bali from here, and during the rainy
season, waterfalls kiss the beach. A throwback to Kuta of the 1970s, Kedungu is a slow and restful place
where the knockout natural beauty Bali is renowned for is still intact.

SLEEP

Hidden at the end of a long tree-lined driveway, Nirjhara is one of the most underrated luxury hotels in
Bali. With tiered infinity pools that cascade down frangipani-lined walkways, a yoga studio balanced in
front of a raging waterfall and a co-working space that looks and feels like Bruce Wayne’s library,
Nirjhara is as rock star as you can get while immersed in nature. The most popular rooms are the
“canopy suites” — luxury treehouses that rise above the jungle and rice fields. “Normally they’re fully
booked because they’re entry-level in terms of pricing and offer an experience. They’re unique,” says
general manager Alejandro Rueda of Mexico.

At $470, Nirjana is also out of reach for many people. There is, however, a resort right on the beach with
an oceanfront infinity pool, a great restaurant and sprawling lawn with rooms starting at only $110 per
night. There’s a catch: they’re tents. Bali Beach Glamping has 40 luxury safari-style tents with ensuite
bathrooms and all the comforts of a hotel room. Advanced booking is recommended.

EAT

With a focus on healthy Asian cuisine, Ambu at Nirjhara is open to the general public: its Vietnamese
rice paper roll with peanut satay sauce and prawns are top shelf and come with free waterfall views.



DO

Add well-paved roads that amble through the rice fields and little traffic, Kedungu is also paradise for
bike riding. There are no bicycle rental shops at the moment, though Nirjhara and a few of the hotels in
the area have bicycles for their guests.
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