Nirjhara hotel review: the best
place to recharge in Bali

This back-to-nature hideaway is just minutes from the buzz of
Canggu — providing the best of both worlds

ali may have earned itself a reputation as the party island of

Indonesia but, nightlife aside, there’s a reason why

discerning travellers have been making the pilgrimage here
for decades. From the mystic spirituality of Ubud’s temples to the
beautiful beaches of Uluwatu — not to mention the island’s varied
landscape that encompasses thick rainforest, volcanic tuff and
verdant rice paddies — there’s much to discover. Nirjhara, though
close to the beaten path, provides a secluded sleepover deep within
Tabanan’s tropical thicket, and is the quiet antithesis to the somewhat
louche beach clubs and tourist-trodden brunch cafés of nearby
Canggu.



Overall score 8/10
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Rooms and suites

Score 8/10

Lantern-lit pathways snake through dense flora towards sleek, elevated wooden
cabins among the coconut trees. Inside, interiors pay homage to the jungle
outside: headboards are carved from tree trunks, and floor-to-ceiling windows
allow panoramic views of the surrounding tangle, with walls awash in deep,
earthy tones and offset by cool surfaces of polished concrete and shiny walnut.
Bathrooms may be on the snug side, but each of these split-level Canopy Suites
has a rooftop terrace with a big bathtub; you can wake up to the coo of wildlife

and soak it all up — quite literally — with unobstructed views over the treetops.



For families, or those looking to sprawl out, airy one and two-bedroom villas
come with private pools, along with views of the rice paddies and river below.
Welcome snacks and fruit bowls are waiting for you upon arrival and at
turndown each evening, you can expect something sweet and homemade left by

the bedside, from warm madeleines to French macarons.

Food and drink




Score 9/10

Ambu is the beating heart of Nirjhara, encompassing the hotel’s bar and
restaurant, where guests segue from breakfast through to dinner, and gather by
the bar for evening tipples. There may only be one restaurant on site, but the
food is flavourful and fresh, with the menu evolving throughout the day: expect
a mix of Indonesian classics and international dishes, from zingy summer rolls
to spicy nasi campur (a rice dish served with vegetables or meat). The service is
relaxed yet razor-sharp; diners stroll up at any time of day in loose linens and
swimwear, and eagerly return for breakfast the next morning to slurp on fruit

smoothies and acai bowls.

* More great hotels in Bali
* Best luxury villas in Bali

What else is there?




Score 7/10

Sun worship by the infinity pool is the order of the day: for those looking to
work up a sweat, morning yoga classes at the open-air pavilion or personal
training sessions at the 24-hour gym are available. The Retreat, the hotel’s spa, is
compact but shouldn’t be missed: opt for two-hour spa ceremonies that include
body scrubs, ritualistic Balinese massages and flower petal baths that will leave
you feeling entirely renewed (parents can leave children with one of the hotel

babysitters while enjoying the spa).

The hotel’s cinema has weekly movie nights and can be booked for private
showings. Also on site are a small library and boutique for browsing, in case

you're keen to stock up on hand-stitched Balinese linens and crochet bikinis.



Where is it?

Score 9/10

Close to the coastline of Tabanan, on the west side of the island, Nirjhara is deep
within Bali’s “green belt” of lush tangle and colourful acreage. Seemingly a world
away from civilisation, you'll be far enough from hippie-touristy Canggu to feel
entirely off-grid, but close enough to whizz into town within 30 minutes should
you fancy it. Hiring a car won't be necessary — book a Grab (southeast Asia’s
answer to Uber) instead. The hotel provides bicycles for guests to visit
neighbouring villages, and the team leads daily cycles to Kedungu beach (the
ideal location for sunset horse riding and surfing) and surrounding paddies.

Price B&B doubles from £260

Restaurant mains from £9

Family-friendly Y
Accessible N

Gina Jackson was a guest of Nitjhara (nirjhara.com)

* Best affordable hotels in Bali
* Best hostels in Bali



	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6

